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Mention of any product is for 
informational purposes only, and is not an 
endorsement or recommendation of that 
product.



Disclaimers

• The agricultural commissioner is the local authority on uses of 
pesticides, even in non-agricultural settings. They can issue citations 
for violations in non-crop settings.

• The University of California is not a regulating authority and provides 
education for informational purposes

• Consult with your local agricultural commissioner for official guidance 
on pesticide issues 

• Mention of any product is for informational purposes only, and is not 
an endorsement or recommendation of that product.



Our Theme for this Presentation



Multiple Pegs All Different Shapes and Sizes



Let’s Start at the Beginning

• Follow the yellow brick regulated road…



Let’s Start at the Beginning

• The product label is your first place to go
• Most (but not all!) answers are on the label
• The label is the law, the label cannot be violated



The Regulation Hierarchy
• Pesticides and labels are registered by US EPA 

• US Environmental Protection Agency

• Tribal EPA Department
• Ca Dept. of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) is the state level authority on 

pesticides and their uses
• DPR does not enforce pesticide regulations at the local level

• County Agricultural Commissioner (CAC or Ag. Comm.) enforces 
pesticide regulations locally

• If in doubt, ask the local CAC for help, preferably before you buy 
product

US EPA
Tribal Gov’t

CA DPR
County Ag. Comm

Your Org
You



Herbicide Labels

• The herbicide label contains important instructions for the use of the 
product

• You must read the label before using any pesticide
• You must read the ENTIRE label before using this product



Use Conflicts

• When using a pesticide, the applicator must use the pesticide in a 
manner that does not conflict with the label or conflict with other 
limitations

• FAC 12973 “The use of any pesticide shall not conflict with 
labeling registered pursuant to this chapter which is 
delivered with the pesticide or with any additional 
limitations applicable to the conditions of any permit 
issued by the director or commissioner.”



Use Conflicts

• What is inconsistent?
• In general, if a label restricts something, you obviously can’t do that

• Can’t use more herbicide than maximum amount listed on the label

• In general, if a label has no limit, then can go as far possible, as long it 
does not conflict with language somewhere else

• Can use a minimum amount herbicide including a fraction of a drop



Label On Site

• In addition, you must have the label at the field site when applying 
pesticides 

• Either via paper or on an electronic device (and don’t run out of power)
• CCR 6602



Labels and Weeds
• Labels often do not have language that restricts applications only to 

those weeds on the label
• As long as there is no restriction on the label, herbicides can be 

applied to any weed, whether that weed is on the label or not 



Why is this Important?

• Labels do not list all weed species the herbicide can control, only 
those species the product is known to work on

• For example, if the labels says it controls controls “black mustard” and 
“annual grasses”, you can spray the product on black mustard and any 
annual grass species and it should work

• It can also be applied to and may work on other mustards

• As long as, all those uses do not conflict with other label language



What Language Restricts Weed Applications?

• Some labels may restrict herbicide applications on certain weeds in 
California

• Some labels will say ‘Herbicide X controls these weeds:
Baddie weedus
Coverus alltheplantses
Grassus spreadicus*
…

(then at bottom of table)
* Not for use in California

These are fictional weed names, but you knew that already



Common Violations

• One common violation CAC’s encounter is the herbicide is not 
registered for the use site of the application



Common Violations

• One common violation CAC’s encounter is the herbicide is not 
registered for the use site of the application

• What does that even mean?

Claire W.



Use Sites

• In regulatory world, pesticides are 
applied to “use sites”

• While we spray herbicides on weeds
• Those weeds occupy a site
• The name of the site has to be on the 

label to use that herbicide there

Brian L. 



What Sites Do We Work On?

• What are the sites we work on typically called?
• Wildlands, natural areas, open spaces, nature preserves, rangelands, 

pasture, hiking trails, rights of way, parks, forests, riparian, …
• As long as a similar use site name is on the label we are good



Labels

• Ok, great, so now all we need is for herbicide labels to use 
consistent and clear language when they refer to use sites and 
we are good to go!

• [Narrator – They do not use consistent language]



Use Sites on Labels

• Let’s walk through the inconsistencies and language issues
• First problem to solve, where does the label list “Use Sites”?

• There are multiple places where use sites may be listed on the label
On the front page
Near the front in general directions section
Directions for use or product information sections
Specific crop or use site sections



Front Page News
• But be careful, other label 

sections may clarify or 
restrict what is meant by 
these broad categories



Use Sites Listed in General Directions

• Typically on or near front page



Directions for Use or Product Information

• These sections may be near the front of the label
• For some products it can be towards the middle of the label



Specific Section “Use Sites”

• Use sites 
section is 
usually in 
middle or back 
of label, may 
be site specific

(Highlights added)



And in More than One Section!
• In this case use sites in 3 sections
• On pages 1, 2 and 15!



Don’t Forget Restrictions
• Restriction statements can also limit which sites the herbicide is used

• Many herbicides have grazing restrictions, sometimes the label will be 
explicit in the restriction other times it will omit grazed areas as an 
allowable site 

• Sites have to be on the label
Livestock, grazing, pasture or 
rangeland uses not listed, and 
thus not permitted 

(Highlights added)



Grazing Restrictions

• Grazing may be called out specifically 
• But other restrictions may still apply (lactating 

cows, different annual rates with grazing, or hay 
or manure restrictions , …) 



Language Specifying Types of Use Sites

• Now that we have a general understanding where to find this 
information, let’s look at a few examples of how clear the use site 
description is for wildland applications

• We’ll go through five examples from easiest to most difficult



Example #1: A Clear Label
• First page of label

• In middle of label, sec. 8 clarifies non-crop use sites, “natural areas”, 
“rangeland”, “wildlife refuges”

(highlights added)



Example #2: Another Clear Label

• On the front page “rangelands”, “natural areas”
• “Non-crop areas for example” (a non-comprehensive list)

(Highlights added)



Example #3: A Less Clear Label
• First page of label has general, unspecified “non-crop areas”
• Then product information does not further specify nor restricts wildlands 

or natural areas, and has generic “parks”



Example #3 Cont’d: Different Brands
• Envu, maker of Esplanade, also sells Rejuvra, which has more clear language 

around wildland use sites, and is marketed to wildlands, rangelands
• Both contain same amount of active ingredient (indaziflam 19.05%)



Example #4: Even Less Clear

The “Use Methods” has language, ”General control… non-crop…sites”



Example #4: Even Less Clear

• No specific language whether this list is all inclusive or general, it could be 
improved with statements like “for example” or “including, but not limited to”

• “e.g.” (~for example) specifies types of ROW or recreation areas
• But we have broad bucket of “non-crop” sites in Use Methods section



Example #5: Level Difficult



Example #5: Level Difficult

• The interpretation (as I understand it) of this sentence is that this is 
the inclusive list of all non-crop areas allowed on the label

• This language limits the uses and the current list does not include 
wildlands, natural areas or open spaces

• This label could be improved with language suggesting it is only a 
partial list (“such as” or “including, but not limited to” or “for 
example”)

• Arrow 2EC, another clethodim product has same label language



Wildland Site Names

• The site name for wildlands, open spaces, nature preserve, or natural 
areas can vary or be covered in specifics or in general

• “Natural areas”
• “Rangeland” (livestock present)
• “Non-crop”
• “Non-crop areas for example”
• ”Non-crop areas such as”
• Adding qualifiers “such as” or “for example”, “including” can provide 

for more flexibility



Wildland Site Names

• Non-crop land areas – sites which are not intended to be used for 
food, feed, fiber, or pasture

• Non-crop is a huge category covering roadways, railroads, utilities, 
vacant lots, and wildlands.

DPR Program 
Standards 
Compendium
Vol. 8 Ch. 4



Helpful Tips
• Adding cows or livestock to the area changes things!
• Pasture – refers to an area that is grazed and agricultural practices are 

performed (irrigation, fertilization, cultivation, …)
• Rangeland – refers to areas that are grazed but do not have 

agricultural practices

 Irrigation = pasture

Cows grazing in non-
irrigated fenced in pasture

= Rangeland 



Discrepancies in Interpretation

• Given these difficulties in interpretation and that there is often not a 
specific natural areas or wildlands use site on label, local 
interpretation by CAC staff can be mixed

• There are cases where applicators who work in multiple counties have 
been told different answers by CACs whether the same herbicide is 
allowed to be used on the same cross boundary sites



Where do we report use sites
• Use sites are reported in pesticide use reporting (PUR) and monthly PUR
• CCR 6624 and 6627 



Where do we report use sites
• Use sites are reported in pesticide use reporting (PUR) and monthly PUR
• CCR 6624 and 6627 

• If in doubt, ask the CAC for site name they prefer on PUR



If Working on Agricultural Crops

• Do not confuse the “site identification number” for a site name, like 
“open space”

• CCR 6623 
• If an operator is working on an agricultural commodity a site 

identification number needs to be obtained before a pesticide 
application 



Let’s Review

• Let’s look at one final (complicated) site and see how these principles 
apply



• Assume the 
riparian in 
the NE corner 
is wet

• Also assume 
no livestock

How many use sites 
are in this picture?



7 Use Sites!

• We could have 
had an 8th if 
livestock are 
present on part 
of the site!

Uncultivated 
non-crop
or natural area
or open space

Roadside and 
ROW

Parking Lot

Ornamental 
Plantings

Building

Path, hiking trail

Aquatic or ephemeral 
stream



7 Use Sites!

• Of these 7 use sites 
only a few herbicides 
could be used in all 7 
(e.g. Roundup 
Custom)

• Most herbicides 
cannot be used on all 
sites b/c many are 
not aquatically 
approved (Milestone, 
Gallery, Esplanade, 
Suppress, Scythe)

Uncultivated 
non-crop
or natural area
or open space

Roadside and 
ROW

Parking Lot

Ornamental 
Planting

Building

Path, hiking trail

Aquatic or ephemeral 
stream



7 Use Sites!

• Or some are not 
approved near 
buildings 
(Milestone)

• Or some have 
specific site 
restrictions (Only 
spot spray 
Esplanade in 
hardscapes or 
parking lots)

Uncultivated 
non-crop
or natural area
or open space

Roadside and 
ROW

Parking Lot

Ornamental 
Planting

Building

Aquatic or ephemeral 
stream

Path, hiking trail



7 Use Sites!

• Make sure the 
herbicide you are 
using can be used 
on the different 
sites

• Or switch products 
throughout the 
project

• This is where 
applicators may get 
cited

Uncultivated 
non-crop
or natural area
or open space

Roadside and 
ROW

Parking Lot

Ornamental 
Planting

Building

Aquatic or ephemeral 
stream

Path, hiking trail



Summary

• The label is the law, the applicator must follow all instructions on the 
label

• Herbicides are applied to weeds, and in order to spray an area, the 
‘use site’ must be on the herbicide label

• The use site may be listed in multiple places on the label
• Use site language for wildlands can vary: natural areas, rangeland, 

open space, non-crop lands, …
• Broad terms like “non-crop areas” can cover many wildland sites



Summary Continued

• Watch out for restrictions: “Do not use on…”
• Watch out for omissions: if site not listed, can’t use herbicide there
• Applicators may need to use multiple products to cover all use sites 

on complicated projects (ROW, parking lots, natural areas, rangeland, 
aquatic, native plant landscapes, …)

• Ask your local Ag. Comm. if you need any help, before you buy a 
product



cjmcdonald@ucanr.edu


