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THE RADICAL LAND 
PRACTICE OF ATTUNEMENT
INVASIVE PLANT MANAGEMENT ON A SAN FRANCISCO SERPENTINE 
OUTCROPPING AS AN ART PRACTICE

elena fox
TERREMOTO
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San Francisco Bay Area

TERREMOTO acknowledges the Me-Wuk 
(Coast and Bay Miwok), the Karkin, the 
Ramaytush, the Muwekma, the Awaswas, 
the Tamien Nation, and the Ohlone as the 
ancestral caretakers of the landscapes of the 
San Francisco Bay Area, who are still here 
today, working to support their community 
through environmental programs and 
initiatives. 

We acknowledge that we are able to live 
and work here in large part because of the 
injustices inflicted upon the tribes by the 
State. 

We recognize our responsibility to reconcile 
these injustices through contributing towrads 
collective healing and reparation for these 
tribes.

We pay our respects to the elders, past, 
present, and emerging; and we recognize 
that these communities are still here today, 
fighting to reclaim their rights to the land. 

We are committed to lifting up their land-care 
practices — which are based in reciprocity, 
as opposed to simply sustainability — and 
strengthen both our communities through our 
collective work in landscape architecture.
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TEST PLOT was founded in 2019 to support ongoing community 
landcare. We do this through stewardship programs, experimental 
restoration design and land-based research.

Our main work centers on building Test Plots, habitat gardens 
that volunteers steward themselves from initial planting through 
establishment and beyond. Because the complexities of our planet 
will not suit a one-size fits all approach, each plot looks different and 
responds to the site, community and resources.

Our ethos centers experimentation, trial and error, and asking questions. 
Our approach is simple: get your hands dirty. Together, we explore the 
routines, rituals and practices embedded in the dynamic relationships 
between people and plants. Together, we reimagine degraded 
ecologies and establish longer-term care based relationships between 
communities and landscapes.

THE TEST PLOT MODEL
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STARR KING OPEN SPACE

A SERPENTINE BELT RUNS THROUGH IT
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STARR KING OPEN SPACE

STARR KING ANNEX
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SERPENTINE TEST PLOT CONTEXT
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SERPENTINE TEST PLOT is the site of an 
ongoing experimental “Test Plot” that seeks 
to remove invasive species in order to release 
the native seed bank. 

Pushing back against the convention of 
immediate action, we are experimenting 
with the process of deliberate observation 
and minimal intervention for a year before 
initiating changes on the site.
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Might mere observation and weeding be the entire intervention? 
Native plants are here, doggedly poking through the blanket of invasive 
European grasses.

Can we coax forth latent ecologies from the soil?

Calochortus luteus
Yellow Mariposa Lily

Eriogonum nudum
Naked Buckwheat
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This slow practice calls into question how 
we perceive “weeds”, and where the line is 
drawn in judging a plant based on its place 
of origin.

By slowing down, we are attuning to 
place with the intention to deepen our 
relationship with the land and guide 
our management strategies for it. 
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A NATIVE BEE POLLINATING WILD RADISH (RAPHANUS RAPHANISTRUM)

ARROYO LUPINE (LUPINUS SUCCULENTUS)  INTERTWINED WITH 
COMMON WILD OAT (AVENA FATUA)

RUBY CHALICE CLARKIA (CLARKIA RUBICUNDA)  IN A SEA OF AVENA 
FATUA

By removing the flowering oxalis 
and vetch, are we tinkering with 
some invisible equilibrium that 
may exist for neighboring plants 
and wildlife?

HOW DO WE APPROACH 
THIS ENTANGLED LIFE?
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OBSERVATION A  S LAND CARE
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WINTER
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SPRING

OBSERVATION AS LAND CARE
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SUMMER

OBSERVATION AS LAND CARE
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Trifolium hirtum
Rose Clover

Avena fatua
Common Wild Oat

Vicia sativa
Common VetchGenus Malva

Mallow

Hordeum spantaneum
Wild Barley

Taraxacum officinale
Dandelion
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MAINT ENANCE AS A SOCIAL PRACTICE
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january 2024 (first weeding day)
we know so little
vision blending into a green abyss
we play god
deciding who stays and who goes
what is a weed, i expect an ugly thing, easy to identify
but its ugliness is imperceptible in the ocean of verdancy

we clear the clovers
until we get too tired
what are we trying to do again?

knees wet
first date jitters
primary encounters filled with excitement and overwhelm
is there a word for the feeling of knowing
that eventually we will get to know someone somplace something
so intimately, but for now we are only strangers with curiousity
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april 2024 (weeding day)
poppies and lupines and blue dicks
orange and purple and blue
the evening skies start to take inspiration from below

pent up energy
well-intentioned desperation for results
an urge to do what is right

so we pull up the grasses and make space for new
what are we trying to do again?
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        AS MAINTENANCE

SEED COLLECTION
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  MEDITATION  AS OBSERVATION
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THROUGH STILLNESS WE 
CULTIVATE UNDERSTANDING
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     SEPTEMBER 20, 2024
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TERREMOTO
  LANDSCAPE

300 Brannan Street, Suite 402
San Francisco, CA 94107

T 650 380 4767
E elena@
W terremoto.la

THANK YOU


